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Vernal pools are important 

for the reproduction of  

many species, such as Spot-

ted Salamanders, Spring 

Peepers, Wood Frogs, and 

Fairy Shrimp. 
 

Vernal pools protect these 

species from predators that 

exist in larger wetlands, al-

lowing them to reproduce in 

a safer environment. 
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Vernal, which means 

spring, is when most pools 

fill with water.  Some fill 

during the fall and stay full 

until the summer. The time 

that each remains filled can 

vary from year to year. 
 

The vernal pools dry regu-

larly, so large predators 

like fish cannot hatch or 

mature, and prey on the 

smaller amphibians. 
 

Some species can’t survive 

in habitats other than Ver-

nal Pools. These are known 

as Obligate Vernal 

Pool species, and in-

clude both Spotted 

and the (protected) 

Jefferson Salamanders. 

In 2009, two vernal pools 

were constructed in 

Newfield by the Upper 

Susquehanna Coalition 

(USC). The pools are 

located in the wooded 

portion of the 20 acres 

along Van Kirk Road that 

was purchased by the 

Town as a potential park. 
 

The constructed pools are 

about 15 feet in diameter 

and a foot deep at the cen-

ter.  The liner allows the 

pools to stay full longer.  

Woody debris is added to 

provide shelter. 

Trillium Squirrel Corn 

Besides amphibians and rep-

tiles, many other creatures 

depend on vernal pools.  

Larger animals such as tur-

tles, snakes, and occasionally 

ducks use the pools for shel-

ter and food. Dragonflies and 

other insects lay their eggs in 

vernal pools and some mi-

grating amphibians rely on 

vernal pools as 

temporary 

shelter too. 

Small plants and wild flow-

ers grow well near vernal 

pools because of the availa-

ble water and fertile soil 
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